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DEDICATION. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergymen, Freeholders 
of Middleham, Leyburne, Aſtrigg, and 
| Hawes, and other Loyal Inhabitants of 
WW, ä p 


HE following diſcourſe 1s dedicated to 


you from a reſpectful ſenſe of the Patriotic 


and Loyal Principles which produced your late 
reſolves ; reſolves which, I am perſuaded, men 
of your firm and independent minds will carry 


into effect with the ſame {ſpirit and alacrity, 


with which they were conceived : and every 


day evinces, more and more, the neceſlity of 


the moſt determined meaſures in ſupport of 
our Conſtitution and National Independence. 


It has been alledged, Sirs, that the preſent 
war is, on our part, an infraction of the Law 
of Nations, 


'T hore 
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There 1s no myſtery, Sirs, in the Law of 
Nations; though there is a ſort of impoſing 
eloquence that would make us think ſv * : 
it is but the extenſion of the Law of Na- 
ture, that is, of Reaſon and Equity, from 


individuals to national bodies : and the Law 


of Nature cannot be abrogated or diſpenſed 
with, by any human power, compact, or 


interpretation. That law, Sirs, forbids Na- 


tions to excite Rebellions and Commotions, 
in Countries with which they are at peace : 
it forbids the holding out principles and en- 
tering upon mealuxes ſubverſive of the peace, 
order, and liberty of other independent na- 
tions; principles and meaſures which cannot, 
from their intrinſic nature, be adopted 
without Univerſal Anarchy and conſequent 
Tyranny. Such were the meaſures France 
was purſuing in this Country, when war be- 
came neceſſary to our very exiſtence. France, 
therefore, and not Britain, hath violated the 
Law of Nations. * The learned are taught 
ee by Reaſon, barbarous nations by Neceſſity, 
< the civil by Cuſtom, the very beaſts alſo by 
ce Nature, to defend themſelves from injury 
cc «© by all means. For God hath no where fnr- 
« bidden ſelf-defence : we may put on armour 


«to defend us againſt an armed malice : he 


ce hath, indeed, forbidden private Revenges, 


60 becauſe thoſe are intruſted to the laws and 


* Tumidas intendit rumpere buccas,—PERS. 
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& public perſons ;—but when public intereſts 
ce are violated, when Kingdoms and Commu- 


« nities of Men arc injured, there is no law 


« to defend them, and therefore it muſt be 


« force; for force is the defenſative of all 


« Jaws : and when laws are injured, there can 


be no way to reduce men to reaſon, but by 
% making them feel the effects of unreaſon- 


« ableneſs. If this were not ſo, then all Com- 
“ munities were in a worſe ſtate of affairs 
than ſingle perſons: for Princes are to ſecure 
*« each ſingle perſon; and the Jaws are to ſo— 


« cure them: but if the laws themſelves be 


«© not defended no ſingle perſon can be. 
« Whatſoever is abſolutely necellary, is cer- 
„ tainly lawful :—And fince there is a right 
« of nature which no law of God hath re— 


e ſtrained therefore if they (Princes and 


their people) be not ſafe from! injury, it 15 


&* their own fault, or their unhappinels :—The 


jus naturæ,' the rights, libertics, the equali- 
ties, and privileges of nature, arc the warrant 
of the defence: And, as in private conten- 
tions and repetitions of our right, 2 are 70 


i look after juſtice ; 10 it is with Princes, he that 


« is injured may drive away the injury.“ 


Theſe, Sirs, are the doctrines of the beſt 
writers upon Laws antient and modern: wri.- 
ters whoſe authority, (eſpecially one of them) 
js of great weight in important cauſes.— 

(Cicero; 
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( Cicero; Taylor Ductor Dubitantium „Bock 2. 


Chap. 2.) 


It hath alſo been ſaid, that, whatever enor. 


mities were committed in France, «we had no 
right to interfere.—I confeſs, upon the prin- 


ciples of the law of Nature, I do not think fo. 
The ccle *brated fentiment of an ancient Wri- 


ter*, „Jam a man and have an intereſt in 


3, 


the concerns of humanity,” will apply, if 
there be any juſtice in it, as well to National 


bodies as to individuals. Where the laws of 


nature are violated with circumſtances of groſs 


_ enormity by any nation, I think juſtice and 


humanity (as in the caſe of the Slave-Trade) 
demand the interference of ſurrounding pow- 
ers, to repreſs what is contrary to the law of 


nature, and to relieve the innocent and op- 


preſſed. This was the principle ſo much ad- 


mired in the ages of Heroiſm, becauſe its 


foundation is juſtice and benevolence inſpi— 
ring courage, for the relief of evils that have 
no remedy from laws. For juſtice and benevo- 
lence, are the conſervators of civil ſocietics, 
and of the human ſpecies itſelf, the ſubject of 
all law, 


In the laſt century the interference of the 
great and good Guſtavus, preſerved the Reli- 


1 Homo Sum, et human nihila me alienum puto,—TERENCE, 
gion 
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gion and Fberties of the Proteſtant: States of 


Germany from annihilation, by the Houſe of 
Auſtria, And it is to be lamented that the 
extinction of Poliſh Liberty, that was born 
without a ſtain, leaves that people {till injured 
and oppreſſed, by thoſe who have not a 
ſhadow of right to divide and Ee, them, 


In the caſe of the Munſter « Anataptifis of 
the 16th Century, who had been guilty of a 
monſtrous and incredible violation of all laws 
human and divine, which filled all men with 
horrour, we find that Luther, called loudly 
on the German States to put a ſtop to their 


phrenzy ; and the Princes in Germany did in 


conſequence riſe in arms, and deſtroy the Ty 
ranny that introduced theſe horrors. 


Soon, Sirs, may Divine Providence diſperſe 


the clouds that hang over us, and again fpeak 
Peace to his people of theſe realms, 
I haye the honour to be, 
With great reſpect, 
SIRs, 
Your moſt obedient and humble ſervant, 
ROBERT BOUCHER NICKOLLS, 


It has been alledged in ſome late debates (Woodfall's Diary 5 
February 22.) that force does not cure deluſion.” — We mu 
not therefore arm to prevent the French from coming over to 
cut our throats and turn our Parliament into a Convention, be- 
cauſe “ force does not cure delution.” — But the %u of the 
Munſter Anabaptiſts above related, is a direct confutation of 
the poſition, and ſhews how ſalutary a little force juſtiy em- 
ployed now and then may be.—Vide Robertſon's Charles V, 
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PREFACE, 


| Tx preſent ſituation of public affairs in 


this country, calls aloud for the exertion 


of all its friends, “in their vocation and mi- 
« niſtry”, how inconſiderable ſoever the value 
of that exertion may be. Under this impreſ- 


ſion, the Preacher of the following diſcourſe, | 


after ſeveral others of a ſimilar tendency, 
thought it neceſſary, upon the proſpect of a 
war, to ſupport and defend that Conſtitution 

under which we fee! that we live free. The 
_ diſcourſe was not deſigned for the learned, 
and 1s addreſſed to the bulk of common read- 
ers. Of ſuch therefore I beg leave to aſk, 
whether they would exchange the religion 
and government of this country, for that 


condition of things which now has place in 


France; and whether they would wade 
through the crimes and miſeries, which that 
unhappy Country has been involved in, for 
ſeveral years paſt, to take the chance of a bet- 
ter government than our own? I ſay, to take 
the chance; ſince it is not poſſible, for the 

8 | warmeſt 
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warmeſt friends of the French Revolution, to 


be certain that country will ſettle into a better: 


it may be a much worſe ; (ſuppoſing our own 
to be a bad one) and the probability is Hat it 


_ <vill: becauſe their conſtitution, ſo to call it, 


is not poiſed and balanced by different parts, 
like our own; nay, like the whole ſyſtem of 
nature itſelf; but it all runs out into one great 


excreſcence : and abſolute power will proba- 
bly be engroſſed by ſome active hand, or junto; 


becauſe the Convention 1s too large and un- 
weildy a body for thoſe various exertions of 
which their affairs will have ample nced. We 
may look back to the laſt Century in this 


: Country, and ſee how power ſhifted hands, 


and the Republic ended in a Dictatorſhip.— 


For the beginning of ſtrife is as when one let- 


teth out water: no one can tell where it will 


end. No one can fay what civil wars or di- 


viſions will ariſe amongſt themſelves, and what 
ſufferings, probably very great ones, they have 
further to experience. When Brutus and the 
Conſpirators deſtroyed Cæſar, Brutus did not 
apprehend he ſhould meet an enemy at Phi- 
lippi: he and his party thought, by deſtroying 
the Tyrant, to reſtore liberty: but the Ty- 


rant's death raiſed deſtructive civil wars, things 


took an unexpected turn, and the chains of 
their country were rivetted faſter than they 
might otherwiſe have been, through the natu- 
5 | | ral 
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ral jealouſy of the ſucceeding Princes. Rome 
was not ſufficiently virtuous to receive or en- 


joy liberty, ſhe demanded a Maſter, and the 


Empire and Legions required a head. Cæſar 
himſelf uſed to obſerve, with great truth, (Su- 
ztonius c. 88.) that the preſervation of his life 


was 2 concern as much intereſting to the pub- 


lic as bimſelf; for, ſhould any thing happen 
to himſelf, the ſtate would be in a much worſe 
condition from civil wars, than it had hitherto 
experienced. The event juſtified his predic- 
tion. And, for ages after, the competitions 
tor the Purple, produced ſo many miſeries, 


upon every vacancy, that the wiſdom of mo— 


dern times has ſhewn itlelt in providing for 
an uninterrupted hereditary ſucceſſion. And 
wiſdom it will be, *till the love of power ſhall 


be eradicated from the heart of man; and *till 


the majority of Electors to Magiſtracy ſhall 
be able to chooſe wiſely, and diſintereſted 


enough to chooſe yirtuoully-. 


Again, I defire to aſk, would it not be pru- 
dent to wait a little, and ſee the effect of 
French principles betore we adopt them ? ſee 
what may be the reſult of the Combination 


of ſo many different powers againſt them? 


For principles muſt be judged of by their 
effects, if we mean to reduce them to practice: 
and it may be ſomething towards their ſucceſs, 

A 2 that 


iv TFP REFPACRE. 
that they be not ſuch as naturally produce op- 
poſition from other quarters. 

Did the French themſelves foreſee that li- 
berty and equality would coſt them ſo dear, 
and that after numberleſs confiſcations, every 
perſon ſhould be obliged to give an account on 


oath of his property, in order to be taxed 


up to it ? or that a greater number of troops 


by almoſt one half or a third ſhould be ne- 


ceſſary to maintain their republic, than by an 
arbitrary monarch were required for domeſtic 


deſpotiſm and foreign conqueſt? 


Did the people foreſee, when they: were de 


clared the + SOVEREIGN PEOPLE, that the Na- 
tional Convention would deny them a vote 


upon the fate of their King? And if their con- 


ſent was not aſked in ſo new and important 


an inſtance, may it not be equally diſregarded 


on other occaſions, that may nearly affect their 
molt ſubſtantial intereſts? When the law re- 


ſpecting condemnation, was violated upon the 
frſt trial, in the perſon of their King, what 


ſecurity have the Sovereign people that it will 


+ To ſhew how Tyranny and equality can go together, we 


nd that Julius Cæſar introduced into the Roan Senate a par- 
ecl of Sans Culottes from France: 
„ Gallos Cæſar in triumphum ducit, iidem in curia, 
Galli braccas depoſuerunt, latum clavum ſumſerunt.“ 


Suet. 80. 
It is remarkable alſo how the ſupport of the French Sans Cu- 


lottes in other aſſemblies has debaſed the abiliticsof the Orators. 
85 - never 
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never be violated when any of Heir lives are at 
ſtake? The Sovk REIN people have forged 
their own chains already, and they will be 
galled by a ſevere tyranny when they cannot 
25 belp themſelves. 


But let us aſk; are the French really the 


friends of * liberty and equality ? How is it they 
have done nothing with reſpect to the flave- 
trade, not even ſo much as ſeveral monarchies ? 
But why will they hold any in flavery? Why 
have they not planted the tree of liberty, 


where there is ſo much need of it, in Mo- 


Tocco (they had a fleet in the Mediterranean) 
or in Turkey ? Why have they created a 


Baſtile at Antwerp? Why levy millions where 


they went to plant the tree of liberty ? 


* In their conduct reſpecting the Emigrants they have groſsly 
violated the firſt of their principles: becauſe, when the Monar- 


chy was deſtroyed, they who had been attached to it, and who 

did not chuſe to enter into engagements with the new govern- 
ment, had every claim in equity to a liberty of departing in 
peace, and of diſpofing of their property as they could: and if 
© liberty and property” are not“ the rights of man,“ as they 
are called, upon what is their government founded? ? I anſwer, 
FORCE, But, 


* —— Non fœdera legum 
Ula colunt, placidas aut jura tenentia mentes.“ 


Force, therefore, and a violation of the rights of conſcience 
and of property, are the firſt principles of French Civiſm. Prin- 


Ciples that would immediately produce fimilar effects in this 


country, the inſtant it ſhould (which God for ever forbid) 


have the unhappineſs to fall under the influence of the fiiends 
of the French, | 
Of 
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Of ſuch as deſire fraternity with the French 


1 would beg leave to aſk what reliance we 


really could have upon the aſſurances of the Na- 
tional Convention, who have broken their 
oaths ? all of them in a body? And though 
they lately promiſed us ſo ſmoothly, what 
right had we to expect a kinder fraternity 
than they have granted to Bruſſels and other 
places? And can we really believe they meant 
to treat us very kindly when their emiſſarics 
and aſſaſſins inſulted us in our ſtreets ? Or 
that they would really prove ſincere friends to 
, who profeſs /ome religion, when they have 
deſtroyed their own and denied the exiſtence 
of a God? I believe, indeed I am thoroughly 
convinced, that many of the friends of the 


French in this country have no religion: ſome 


of them have plainly told us ſo: and there- 


fore they who are friends to liberty, while they 
retain a regard for their Religion, ſhould be 


admoniſhed to conſider a little before they 
commit themſelves to ſuch guides. It is ſaid 
in the fable, that when the wolf went to 
ſchool, whatever letters he learned, he could 
make nothing of them but, Lamb. So theſe 
Athciſtical Rights-men, (whatever elſe they 


pretend), ſuperſtition as it is called, i. e. Reli- 


gion, is that againſt which they mean to direct 
their efforts at laſt, But we will ſuppoſe the 
fabrick of ſuperſtition levelled to the ground, 
as in France, Do all Atheiſts who think alike 

as 
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as to Religion, think alike in Politics? Were 
not Cæſar and Caſſius Atheiſts? And was not 
Caflius among the conſpirators who murdered 
Cæſar? May not a caſual concourſe of Atoms 
ſome fortuitous hit, act againſt the Murderers. 
of Louis, as well as the Murderers of Cæſar? 
Of the latier the number was Sixry: and 
what happened to be their fate? Why, by 
certain accidents, every one of them died violent 
deaths, within three years. All were ſentenced 
to die by the Senate: ſome periſhed by ſhip- 


wreck, ſome in battle, ſome were their own. f 
executioners, and died by the ſame weapons 10 
which gave the mortal blow to Ceſar, thoug db, 1 
not to Tyranny: (Sueton. in Cæs. Plut. Brut.) | j! WM. 
And the evil of ſuch ſavage proceedings is, Wit; 
that the example of them inſtead of terrify- N 
ing Tyrants, ſerves but to excite greater ſu- I 
ſpicion, and cruelty, and to make them en- "4 
trench themſelves more formidably. It was the 14 
remark Sylla made when he was inſulted upon 111 
layingdown the Dictatorſhip, and which the Cæ- ne 
lars afterwards confirmed by Prætorian bands. Mic: 


Indeed between a conſpiracy and its deſired FER 
effect, there are ſo many intermediate chances, c [ 
(excluſive of civil laws and cordage, atoms hot 1 
or cold, ) that a modern Metaphyſician might, ol 
almoſt, be teinpted to believe in many caſes, that . 
an inviſible hand had intercepted the ſucceſs.— | 11 
The faſcinating manners and cloquence of : 1-1 

Count 1 
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Count Fieſco at Genoa, drew a number of 
conſpirators into his ſcheme, of overturning 
the adminiſtration of the Dorias, which waz 
too wiſe and good, as well as ſucceſsful], to 
admit of any juſt complaint againſt it. Fi- 
eſco, noble, ambitious, and envious of the 
Dorias fame, rather choſe to ruin his coun- 
try, than ſee it flouriſh by the ſuperior talents 
of another. The jixed air, the phlogi/ton was 
ready, the train prepared, nothing was want- 
ing but exploſion. It happened by a lip of 
Fieſco's foot he fell into the ſea : it happened 
that he was in heavy armour, and it happened 
that he did not rife again; (though he will 
when he does not like it,) and thus it hap- 
pened, that his project was defeated, and his 
country remained 1 in peace. 


Theſe are fome of the many arguments 
from the doctrine of Chance, againſt the 
aſſurance of ſucceſs to French Civiſm, or in 
other words conſpiracy and Rebellion. Per- 
haps too, French * Metaphyjics, (that is to ſay 
Atheiſm and Sacrilege), may be found to 
have received as little ſuccour from their fa- 
vourite chances. | 


* DipkROr, a French Atheiſt, is nid to have 9590 that he 
had calculated, upon the dice, the chances of forming ſuch a 
ſyſtem as our's, by the fortuitous concourſe of Atoms. Tac- 
QUET, the Arithmetician, on the contrary, found, by calcula- 
tion, that there were many millions of chances againſt caſting 

the twenty-four letters into their preſent Alphabetical order. 
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For, if the courſe of atoms hath happened 1 
(and the ſame may be ſaid of neceſſity) inva- 1 
riably to take a deſtructive line to the Robbers 1 


of Temples, and Blaſphemers of Religion, from 
the carlieſt ages to the preſent, may it not be 
as well to get out of that line ? Sennacherib 
was eminent in this line of French Metaphy- 
ſics; and, Herodotus remarks, this admoni- 
tion was written on his tomb, „ Whoever 
conſiders my fate let him learn piety to- 
wards God.” Antiochus Epiphanes alſo (1 


* "I" e KS — 
* W _ — 1 _ 
* * * <a 


take the account upon Heathen authorities) 14 

was a metaphyſician of the ſame ſtamp: and 117 
tit happened that he periſhed in the moſt horri- l 
ble manner that atoms ever occaſioned ; not to | | 


mention his horrors of mind, which muſt how- 
ever, upon metaphyſical principles, have pro- 
- ceeded from atoms too. No man could be 
more metaphyſical than Julius Cæſar; for he 
regarded no diſtinction in Nature; and as 
for Religion, ſays Suetonius, it never ſtood in 
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his way; (Chapter 59); for he plundered _ vl 
all the foreign temples of their gold. It hap- ; * 
pened however that certain horrors frequently Vid 
tormented his mind, and the fortuitous concourſe 14 
of atoms that formed the dagger of Caſſius, 170 
we have ſeen, took a direction fatal to him. It + 
would be endleſs to recite inſtances. Yet, as 5 
France is in my mind, I cannot avoid recur- | 
ring to the caſe of Brennus, the Gaul, a very : 1 
celebrated Metaphyſician, who in his attempt to Fa 
b h rob | a 
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rob a Temple, (his principle was metaphyſi. 
cal, tho' the object of worſhip there was a falſe 
one), loſt in one night by a molt fatal con- 


courſe of atoms in the earth and air, nearly 


his whole army, with his lite; and other 
caſualties, immediately ſucceeding, left not a 


man alive of no leſs than an army of 145, 0 


men. 1 will add only the remark of a former 
King of France on this ſubject, the Emperor 
Charlemagne, who was neither Priz/t nor Me. 
taphyſician : . have known, ſays he, ſacrilege 


< to be ſucceeded by the diſcomiiture of Kings 


« 11nd their armies, the ruin of eſtates and 


„Kingdoms.“ It may be ſaid this obſerva- 


tion cannot now apply to France; I have only 
to ſay, wait a little, and ſee what will follow. 

I am not ſo vain as to think theſe re. 
marks will be regarded by any metaphy4. 
cal friend of the French, who will be too 


deeply intrenched in atoms, or too faſt bound 


by the chain of neccſlity, to ſee or to feel the 
force either of truth or nature; but if what 


is now {aid ſhould happen to excite the atten- 


Novimus multa regna et reges eorum, proptere cecideſe; 


qina Eccleſias ſpoliaverunt, &c. &c. et puznantibus dederunt, &c. 


Quiapropter nec fortes in bello, nec in fide ſtabiles—nee vittores 
extiternnt—regna et regiones et quod pejus eſt, regna cœleſtia 
perdiderunt, atgue propriis bæredi tatibus caruerunt, et hactenus 
cgtent. Carolus Magnus in Capit. L. 7, C. 104. Cited by Hooker, 
F ecles. Vol. Book V. 
To the ſame purnoſe Virgil. 
© Turno tempus erit mazno cum optaverit emptum 
* Intactv} m Pa Mats; et cum ſpolia ta diemque 
Oael . 
tion 
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PREFACE XI 
tion of any one, who is not willing to be led 
implicitly by the ignis fatuus of French Prin— 
ciples, I wiſh him to conſider, what has hap- 
pened in the World to Atheiſtical Revolu- 


tioniſts, and Experimenters upon Churches 
and Governments; before he puts his hand 


to the train which has been laid, grain by 
grain, to blow up that happy Conſtitution, 


which for ages hath been the nurſe of Heroes, 


Stateſmen, Lawyers, real Philoſophers, Phyſi- 
cians, Divines ; whoſe virtues have adorned 
human nature, whoſe abilities have extended 
human ſcience, whoſe wiſdom and labours 


have ſecured liberty and property, remedied 
the evils of kuman life, and been the means of 


ſaving the ſouls of thoſe, who believed they 


had any fouls to be ſaved. And J ardently 
pray that this Conſtitution may continue, till 


all the Kingdoms of the carth ſhall become 
the Kingdoms of God and of his Chritt ; 
when univerſal righteouſneſs and happineſs 


hall take place of the preſent crimes and 


miſeries of the world. If the metaphylical 
friends of the French Revolution can offer a 
more magnificent and benevolent ſcheme than 
this, Which Chriſtianity holds out to our 
hopes, I will be one of the firſt to ſubſcribe to 
it. In the mean while I hope every friend of 
the virtue and happineſs of the human race, 
will join in deteſtation of French princt- 


_ ples, and in a warm and animated defence of 


our own Conſtitution. 


2 6 or ane 
8 


a: 


PSALM cxxii. verſe 6—9. 


Pray for the Peace of Feruſalem : they 


ſhall proſper that love thee. Peaceebe within 
thy Walls, and Plenteouſneſs within thy 


2 For my Brethren and Compa- 


 nions fake, I will now ſay Peace be within 


thee. Becauſe of the Houſe of” the Lord our 
Cod, I will ſeek thy Good. 


d Y Peace, in the language of the Old 


Y Teſtament, is underſtood a ſtate of 
Proſperity and Happineſs ; what all men 
and all ſtates deſire, though they fail and 
miſtake ſo frequently in the purſuit of it. 


* 


All men, as Members of a Civil Com- 


munity, have an intereſt in the Proſperity 


of it; and all are bound by all lawful 

means to maintain and promote the Pub- 

lic welfare. Becauſe Civil 1 Society is 

the appointment of God; and the la- 
* Omnia Profpera,—Grotius. 


+ Romans xiii. 1.—1 Peter ii. 13, 15. 


3 | bours 


4} 


bours and endeavours of all its Members, 
in their ſeveral ſtations, are neceſſary to 
that end. There muſt be wiſdom and 
virtue in the higher orders of the Com- 
munity to connect and preſerve, to de- 
fend and direct the ſeveral parts of the 
machine of Civil Society, while the pa- 
tient labours and endeavours of the 
meaneſt are equally requiſite, though ſub- 
ſervient, to the proſperity of Nations.— 


The foundation of the nobleſt building, | 


though laid deep and low, and compoſed 
of the coarſeſt materials, has yet the 
merit of {ſuſtaining the whole work ; and 
is no leſs eſſential to it than the ſtatelieſt 
and moſt beautiful pillars. In the human 
body, the * © head,” though it contain 
the nobleſt organs of ſenſation and of 
thought, © cannot ſay to the foot I have 

no need of thee ; and if the foot {hall 
** ſay becauſe I am not the hand I am not 
of the body, is it therefore not of the 
* body ? If the whole body were an eye 


< where were the hearing, and if the whole 


* were hearing where were the ſmelling ? 


But God hath fo tempered the body 


or. Kit, 15. 


* together, 


. 


. 
1 
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66 1 that there ſhould be no ſhit 


in the body; but that the Members 


* thould have the ſame care one for ano- 
„ther. And whether one Member ſuffer, 
all the Members ſuffer with it, or one 


Member be honoured all the Members 
“ rejoice with it.” To this Conſtitution 
of Nature, St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the 


Corinthians compares the Conſtitution of 
the Chriſtian Church in order to abate 
the equalizing temper of that People.— 
He ſhews that all have not, and cannot 
have, the ſame gifts in the Church, and 


that God himſelf is the author of that 
variety and inequality; but that no op- 


poſition of intereſts is deſigned by this 
appointment; on the contrary, the greater 


e and harmony of all into one 
body. * © Now ye, ſays he, 


« are the 


dy of Chriſt and Members” one of 
nother.” ' We may therefore naturally 
expect the ſame analogy to hold in Civil 
Society, becauſe God 1s the author ; and 
the end being ſimilar alſo, 7. e. he com- 
mon benefit of all its Members, they muſt 
all be united and harmonize together for 


* 1 Cor. xii. 27.—Eph. vi. 25. 


A 2 this 


4 1 


this W or elſe there will be a ſchiſm 
in the Society, and ſeparate intereſts will 
be ſet up againſt each other: whence in- 
juſtice and fraud, civil wars and commo- 
tions; and inſtead of the harmonizing of 
mankind for the production of the greateſt 
poſſible good to each other, which was 4 
the gracious deſign of God in forming us 3 
with ſocial affections, and in giving us 3 
Laws to this purpoſe in his revealed will, 
we ſee men tearing and devouring one 1 
another, overturning States and King- 3 
doms, thoſe larger maſſes of Society, 
which are better ſuited for ſocial inter- 
courſe than independent tribes ; we ſee 
them putting down all rule, all authority 
and power, the helm that guides collective 
bodies of men, and ſubſtituting that 
equality which reduces compacted bodies 
into unconnected particles; an equality 
ik which, as it does not exiſt in nature, can 
! 1 never be made to ſubſiſt by art; and 
' deſtroys all that ſubordination and cor- 
l | reſpondency of parts, which reſults from 
il the very nature and condition of man 
in this world, and is conformable to 
. the 


— 


the“ ſtate of Heaven itſelf, as far as it is 
revealed to us: an equality which con- 


trary to the ordinance of God makes the 
foot to be the head; abſurdly repreſent- 


ing the People as fovereigh, a relative term 
which implies the very ſubjection it ex- 


cludes : an equalitygwhich ſets the Mem- 
bers of Society loofe from the ſtrongeſt 
principles of ſocial union, and diſſolves 
the tie which connects all nature, /e will 
and the ſovereignty of God. 


It is evident, therefore, that ſuch a ſtate 


of things can never be attended with Peace 


and Happineſs : for Peace reſults from 


union and harmony, and Happineſs 18 


the complacency of the ſoul in ſuch a 


ſtate: but we deſtroy that ſtate if we 
abandon the principles of ſocial union 
above ſtated, the will and the law of God; 


and the ſubordination and harmony of 


the ſeveral Members of a Civil Com- 
munity, in the promotion not of a ſepa- 
rate and diſtinct intereſt, but of the ge- 


neral Proſperity and Happineſs of the 
whole. 


* x The, iv. 16. Rom. viii. 38. Rev. xxii, 8, 


We 
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3 
We ſee in a neighbouring Kingdom, 


whoſe example ſeditious Writers recom- 


mend to us, theſe fundamental principles 


of Society ſubverted, by an impracticable 


{ſcheme of Equality; and the principles of 
Atheiſm avowed and applauded in the A1- 


ſembly of their Nation: although the great- 
eſt States, Heathen as well as Chriſtian, ever 
conſidered Religion as the cement of So- 
ciety, the ſpring of all their Proſperity and 
Grandeur, and have dated their decline 
from the diſbelief and neglect of it: and 
the cauſe of Liberty in thoſe States which 
have been ſo famed for it of old, declined 
in the ſame proportion with their regard 


for Religion, and when they became 


Atheiſts they became alſo Slaves. I might 
ſhew you if the time allowed it, from the 


Hiſtory of modern Nations, that pure 


and undefiled Religion hath ever been the 


Parent of Liberty: in ſtrict N 
to the declaration of our divine Maſter, * 


“if the Son ihall make you free ye ſhall 


be free indeed: and not only our Civil 
Liberty, but Learning, Commerce, and 
temporal Proſperity in Proteſtant Nations 


John viii. 32. 


have 


5 


1 


E 


have been either ſo immediately derived 


from Religion or ſo intimately connected 
with it, that they may be conſidered as 


having the ſame common intereſts, and 
having riſen would inevitably fall with 
it. In the glorious reign of Elizabeth, 


though the Kingdom was in danger by 
emiſſaries from abroad, ſecret and dan- 


gerous conſpiracies of the Papiſts at home, 


yet the zealous endeavours of the People 


to defend the Proteſtant faith, and an 
earneſt concern for the welfare of it, 


enabled the Queen to withſtand and de- 


feat, through the bleſſing of God, the 
moſt formidable Enemies abroad, the at- 


tempts of the Papiſts at home, and to 
aſſiſt Foreign Proteſtants in their ſtruggle 


for Liberty temporal and ſpiritual. The 


invigorating principles derived from the 
Proteſtant faith, enabled our neighbours 


the Dutch out of a few fiſhing Towns 


to riſe into a rich, flouriſhing, and free 


People. It was this regard for true Re- 


ligion which deſtroyed the tyranny of the 
Church of Rome in the other Proteſtant 
Nations alſo, and put a ſtop to that deluge 


of wickedneſs that went hand in hand 


with 


1 


with it: and while the proteſtant Nations 
maintain a due regard to the principles of 
the Reformation it will never be poſſible 


for any tyranny to oppreſs them, or any 
* oreign Power to conquer them. 


2: was look back to God's « own People, 


the Jews, we ſhall find their independence 


and proſperity to have been uniformly 


and conſtantly for the ſpace of fourteen 
hundred years, in proportion to their ob- 
ſervance of the divine Laws ; till at length 
Atheiſm prevailing more and more among 
them, corrupted the principles of the 
People till they rejected Meſſiah, and con- 

ſidered the predictions of the Prophets, 
according to their own Hiſtorian, Joſe- 

phus, but as jugglers tricks; and the 


wickedneſs derived from their Atheiſm 
could only be equalled by the terrors at- 


tending their deſtruction. 


Our neighbours, from whoſe wretched- 


neſs it becomes us to learn wiſdom, ap- 
pear to be proceeding in the ſame Way. — 


With the moſt contemptuous violation of 


Religion and the ſacred obligation of an 
oath 


WW. 


i 
WW 
_ 


1 


reign by all the ancient Laws of their 
Realm, and by the very Conſtitution they 


had juſt formed and ſworn to obſerve: 


they have overthrown their Church with- 
out any attempt to reform it, which is a 
proof that their quarrel was with Religion 
and not with the corruptions of it. They 
have ſeized upon the Eſtates of the 
Church, of the King, and of the Nobles, 
and of all whoſe conſciences revolt at 
their wickedneſs; and yet theſe wages of 
unrighteouſneſs, neither ſupply the public 
neceſſities of their State nor the wants of 
their People, many of whom are now ſaid 
to be in the ſituation of the Prodigal Son, 
deſiring to be filled with the huſks where- 
with the ſwine are fed; and one un- 
happy mother is reported to have ſacri- 


ficed her own child to the demands of 


hunger. Not content to overthrow their 
own Religion and Government, they are 
now endeavouring to ſpread the ſame diſ- 
orders in Foreign Countries. They have 
ſent out their armies to plunder and en- 


ſlave other States under the pretext of 
B ſetting 


oath they have murdered a pious, bene- 
volent, and virtuous Prince; their Sove- 
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(i ) 
ſetting them free; and are now medi- 
tating the ſame fxvour to us; having pre- 


viouſly ſent into this Countey, without 
any provocation on our part, from envy 


at our (proſperity, emiſſaries, ſome as 
aſſaſſins to deſtroy, others as incendiaries 


to ſtir up ſedition, to raiſe commotions, 
to excite tumults, to ſet on fire our 
towns ;. and their diabolical fchemes for 
this Purpoſe which they had intended to 
carry into execution a little before Chriſt- 
mas, were providentially diſcovered in 


_ Tufficient time to be fruftrated : and when 
fruſtrated here, theſe incendiaries pro- 


ceeded to Ireland, to do thoſe works of 
the Devil in that kingdom which they 
had been previouſly doing in their own. 
Such are the fruits of Atheiſm and Re- 
bellion ! And, incredible as it may ſeem, 
theſe wretches have been defended as to 


diabohcal meaſures, by ſubjects of this 


Country. Patriotic Aſſociations to defend 


the Conſtitution have been reprobated by 


the very perſons who have aſſociated to 


aefiroy it: and the ſalutary meaſures ne- 
reſſary to preſerve us from ruin have been 
- condemned, 


their principles, and encouraged in their 
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condemned, while the enemies of God 
and of good Government have been ap- 
plauded. For fo it is that men of kindred 
minds find out and aſſiſt one another; 


and as. Religion | and Humanity unite 


good men in the fervice of mankind, ſo 
wil Atheiſm and Rebellion, (the ſame in 


principle though their objects differ), 


draw the wicked and the impious into a 


common union againſt Order, againſt 


Government, againſt the Peace, and Pro- 


ſperity of Individuals and the Public. 
Men of ſuch principles the Scripture hath 


warned us to expect 1 in the latter times of 


the Church; © Men without Natural 
„Affection, Unholy, Truce Breakers, 
* Falſe Accuſers, Incontinent, Fierce, De- 


< ſpiſers of thoſe that are good; Traitors, 


9 Heady, Highminded ; deſpiſing Domi 
* nion, ſpeaking evil of Dignities, Pre- 
* ſumptuous, Self- willed, ſpeaking great 


„ ſwelling words of Vanity, and while they 


* promiſe Liberty they thenſetves are the 


« Servants of Corruption.” 2 Timothy iii. 
Jude. For it may be expected, as a na- 


tural conſequence, that they who have 


thrown off their allegiance to God and 


their King, and have violated their oaths, | 
-Þ 4 will, 


will, from the ſame licentious temper, 
break through every moral reſtraint; that 
they ſhould diſſolve the Marriage Vow, 
give the reins to every irregular propen- 
ſity, and open the flood gates of Iniquity 
upon Mankind. Under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, Peace and Happineſs, Comfort 
and Confidence, muſt be deſtroyed ; the 
care of children, their education in vir- 
tuous principles, nay, even a regard to 
their temporal proſperity will be aban- 
doned, as well as the ſupport and reſpect 
due to aged and infirm parents ; for all 
theſe evils muſt neceſſarily enſue from the 
uncertainty of parentage, and the licence 
of capricious * Divorce ; divorce unre- 
ſtrained by any principle divine or hu- 
man. Hence in the diſtreſsful ſeaſons of 
old age, ſickneſs and misfortune, there 
will be found no ſympathy from thoſe 
relations of life, which the all-wiſe Au- 
thor of Nature deſigned to be productive 
of ſocial comfort, and for the exerciſe of 
pure and benevolent affections. 


Though, as Grotius obſerves, Divorce was allowed to the 
Jews, under an imperfect diſpenſation, to prevent greater evils, 
yet God did not approve what he was pleaſed for wiſe reaſons 
to tolerate: © the Lord thy God hateth putting away. Malachi 


T8 16. 
| And 


I 

And thus the conſolations of Religion, 

ble ſacred obligation of oaths, the higheſt 

ſecurity men can give to one another, the 
ties of marriage, the endearing relation of 

parent and child, which are all mutually 
and indiſſolubly connected with each 
other, and with private and public hap- 
pineſs, are inhumanly deſtroyed, ſacrile- 
E g1ioufly violated, by the horrid principles 
of theſe men; principles which they are 
BM -adearouring. by force of arms to compel a 
the neighbouring nations to receive, 
under the name of FREEDOM ; a Vreedom 
indeed it is, but like that of the infernal 
regions, a freedom from the ſervice of 
God, a freedom from the obligations of 
morality, from every ſentiment of virtue, 
every thought that is elevated, refined, or 
pure. For the completion of their ſchemes 
of iniquity, they did not ſeem to think 
their own nation afforded them inſtru- 
ments ſufficient, and therefore they in- 
vited men of the worſt principles amongſt 
ourſelves, to afford the counſel of con- 
genial minds. And after repeated per- 
juries, after the violation of the Conſti- 
tution, if it may be ſo called, formed by 
themſelves, 


4 


themſelves, ad the moſt and con- 
tempt of Religion, Juſtice, and Huma- 
nity in the treatment of the Royal Family, 
and the murder of their King, to whom 
the national voice had given the title of 
welk-beloved, as it was well deſerved, they 
have condeſcended to receive from this 
country, and to admit into their legiſla- 
tive crew, a low and profligate wretch, 


detected in repeated acts of villainy, for 


which he was diſmiſſed from his employ- 


ment; and they like another miſcreant 


people, having rejected their mn Prince, 


choſe to themſelves a robber; 5 * not this 


8 man but Barabbas.” 


It is thus the Devil beguiles and be- 


fools thoſe that ſerve him with all their 
hearts : for, by a juſt judgment, they are 
given up to his influence and delufion, 


who perverſely depart from God and his 


Holy Laws ; and that holds fatally true, 
which the Scripture hath declared,“ Re- 
** bellion is as the fin of Witchcraft! 


deluſive and deſtructive to wicked men: 


and what is written of Saul may be exem- 
plified in the above inſtances; when the 
Fe "wo" of the Lord forſook Saul, an evil 

7 Im Spirit 
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„ 
« Spirit took poſſeſſion of him.“ For the 
mind that perverſely refuſes the good, 
and chuſes the evil, by a judicial puniſh- 
ment, proceeds from bad to worſe, till ir 
is plunged into all the depths of Satan. 


What duty and thanks therefore do we 
of this kingdom owe to Almighty God, 
under whoſe gracious Providence ſimilar 
evils, that were flowing in upon us, were 
early checked ! Evils which very bad men 
among ourſelves had been encouraging by 
their correſpondence, and were preparing 
to aſſiſt in a more ſerious manner. Ever- 
more praiſed be his Holy Name, who thus 
fruſtrateth the counſels of Atheiſts and 
Conſpirators, and hath blefled the cauſe 
of Piety and good Government. Thele ' 

are in their nature inſeparable, and the 
hiſtory of mankind will prove them to 
have been ſo in fac. Every attempt to 
disjoin them will fail in the end, and be 
marked with ſome vindictive ſcourge.— 
Therefore in the text, the Royal Pſalmiſt, 
whoſe life was a Gries of Providences, and 
whoſe attentive eye traced the hand of 
Je chovah through all the fortunes of his 


Fs country, 


(ws) 


country, enjoins the duty of praying for 


its proſperity : pray for the peace of Je- 
rufalem. For Jeruſalem was not merely 
a political ſtate: it was the nobleſt rel: 
gious eſtabliſhment the world ever beheld ; 
and the Royal Prophet had himſelf added 
greatly to the beauty of its order and the 
magnificence of its rites : it was an eſta- 
bliſhment, by which a very populous na- 
tion was connected by the common bonds 


of Religion, brotherly love, and equitable 5 


laws. It was a city compact together,” 


© at unity with itſelf,” neither divided by 
religious ſchiſms, nor diſtracted by politi- 
cal difſentions : © whither the tribes go 


up unto the teſtimony of Iſrael,” the 


whole nation aſſembling at ſtated feſtivals, 
in the place of God's more immediate 
preſence with his people, © to give thanks 


* unto the name of the Lord.” © For 
* there are ſet the thrones of judgment, 


* the thrones of the houſe of David.“ 
You perceive all the great objects that can 
or ought to engage the mind, or fill the 


heart of man, are here united ; Religion, 


national union, and brotherly lave. The 


Pſalmiſt, viewing. from the hill of Sion 
the 
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the numerous fraternal tribes as they went 


up to join in the public worſhip, prays for 
the continuance of this happy ſtate, and 


promiſes proſperity to them that delight 


in it: he wiſhes well to his country, be- 
E cauſe in it were conſolidated all the in- 


tereſts of his deareſt friends; and he will 
ſeek to do good to it, becauſe it 1s the ſeat 


of true Religion. For my brethren and 
companions ſake I will now ſay peace be 


within the: becauſe of the houſe of the 


Lord our God I will ſeek thy good. — 
Theſe are the views, theſe the wiſhes of a 


real Patriot and friend to mankind. Not 
a word is there in all this of the Rights of 
men, of levelling and equality, of murders 
and aſſaſſinations, of dethroning * Kings 

* The Religion, the toleration, and the views of the National 
Convention of France and of thoſe who embrace their principles 


will appear from the following extract, from Woodfall's Diary, 
February 12, 1793, of a ** Speech of the Dutch patriots to the 


National Convention,” viz. “ ſhall we mention our prin- 


* ciples, Legiſlators ? Liberty and equality are the Divinities 
* which reaſon offers to mankind : they are your's, they are 


* our's, and will ſoon be thoſe of the whole world. There is 


* but one object, one ſentiment; the fall of Deſpotiſm, the 
triumph of equality. We pronounce Anathema againjt avhat- 
* ever is contrary to this.” | | 

It appears from hence, the liberty of chuſing their form of go- 
vernment is not to be allowed to Nations independent of the 
National Convention, nor the liberty of having any Religion 
beſides equality, 0 


hp | and 


(a } 


and planting the tree of liberty, of de- 
fending what 1s called the cauſe of liberty 
in foreign nations againſt their will, and 
then levying heavy impolts to make them 
pay for it. Nothing is here ſaid of pro- 
moting ſocial union by flames, daggers, 
and commotions. This is French Reli- 
gion, this is French fraternity and bene- 
volence. Oh! then let us turn away from 
it with horror: from ſuch Religion and 
ſuch fraternity, God of his infinite mercy 
and grace defend us ! Let us rather attend 
to the words and the voice of the ſweet 
finger of Iſrael ; © ſweet as the breath of 
* morn” are his words, for they are the 
words of Heaven : Oh ! pray for the peac: 
of Jeruſalem, they ſhall proſper that love 
thee, peace be within thy walls and plen- 
teouſneſs within thy palaces! For my 
brethren and companions ſake I will ſay 
peace be within thee, yea becauſe of the 
houſe of the Lord our God, I will ſeek to 
do thee good. Our Jerufalem demand: 
and deſerves our prayers : ſhe looks to 
you, her dutiful and virtuous ſons, to 
maintain her cauſe againſt thoſe of her 


family who have gone over to the enemy 
MI Have 


E 


CI have nouriſhed and brought up chil- 
4 dren but they have rebelled againſt 
me; © yet undutiful ſons ſhall inherit 
* no bleſſing.” Our Civil Conſtitution, 
the work of ages, the effect of many pro- 
vidences, the product of much wiſdom, 
affords all the liberty a reaſonable man can 
deſire, and much more than a good man 
will at all times uſe: we derive all the 
protection from it that the imperfect ſtate 
of human affairs can well give; and im- 
perfect the ſtate of human affairs will be, 
as long as they are in the hands of imper- 
fect men. If in any inſtance our ſtate 
can be fairly amended, 'tis well: but 
nothing we can poſſibly gain is worth the 
hazard of diſturbing the public peace; ex- 
cluſively of the crimes that ever attend 
public commotions: and it is neceſſary 
to admoniſh levellers, republicans, and 
atheiſts among us, that WE WILL NOT 
YIELD to their attempts, to ſubvert our 
happy Conſtitution without a ſtruggle : 
they are in point of numbers a very in- 
confiderable part of the people, and there- 
fore muſt not expect to dictate to the 
nation at large : we have the {ame right in 
- 1 "= WAITE 


1 
nature which they claim, and a much 
better in /awv, to maintain our principles; 
we will not therefore receive the law at 


their mouths, and we cannot truſt their 


oaths : WE WILL DEFEND THE CONSTI- 
' TUTION which the wiſdom and valour 
of our Anceſtors bought ſo dearly, and 
we hope with ſucceſs; and this is the 
ground of our hope; © BECAUSE OF THE 
„ HousE OF THE LoRD oUR Gop;” 
which they have daringly told us they have 
been long undermining and expert ſoon lo 
de rye” 


As a perfect ſtate of civil government 


can never be formed by men; ſo, if it 
could be formed, it could Raider be al- 
ways perfectly adminiſtered by human 
governors , nor would it always be ſub- 


* This threat nearly in the ſame language was urged ſo long 


ago as in Elizabeth's reign, as we learn from Hocker: we knorr 


what effect came from it afterwards: it is our own fault if we 


do not guard againſt a repetition of the ſame evils, by watchful- 
neſs, union, and vigour, 


The Athenians did not obſerve the very laws upon which 
their liberties were founded, neglecting to attend the Aſſemblies 
in which the public decrees were made. Acts failed in the 
pureſt attempt to reſtore the laws among his countrymen at 
Sparta, upon which their exiſtence as a free people depended.— 
The Cappadocians were offered liberty by the Romans, but re- 
faſed it. The Athenians even converted the money raiſed to 
carry on a war into a fund for plays. 


mitted 
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mitted to by the governed. What hs 
the Jews to complain of in the laws of 
ſehovah? And yet how innumerable were 
their rebellions? What have they who 
believe Chriſtianity to complain of in the 
laws of Jeſus ? We acknowledge them to be 
holy, juſt, and good ; yet are they obeyed 
by us? Laws, therefore, may be perfect, 
and yet the end of them not be attained, 
through the pervericncſs of the ſubjed 
of them. 


« The evils of human government, ſaid 
an acknowledged friend to liberty, muſt 
© be endured like“ the inclemency of ſea- 
* ſons, and other natural evils, for no 
good reſults from frequent change.” — 
There have been I nations who have be- 
come ſlaves with the ſame form of go- 
vernment under which they had for ages 
exiſted free : for they voluntarily bartered 
away their liberties for a price T. Wich- 
out an internal principle correſponding to 
the outward form of freedom, freedom 


W TAcirus—“ ut nimios imbres et nature mala: nec uſui 
crebre mutationes.“ 


+ Rome. 


+ Panem et Circenſes ; bread and public amuſements. 
| wall 


( 22 ) 


will be loſt upon all thoſe occaſions which 
allure or awe the paſſions: that internalprin- 
ciple is Religion, whoſe office it is toregulate 
them, and bring them into a juſt ſubſer- 
viency to rule and order. There is none 
other way under Heaven of maintaining 


or preſerving freedom. A man of prin- 


ciple, ſaid a Heathen writer], will as lit 
tle yield to the commands of a tyrant as 


to the dictates of a lawleſs mob. When 


the Ifraelitiſh King, Saul, iſſued a bloody 
_ edict, his own people had too much ſenſe 
of Religion to enforce it *. 
thod therefore of reforming governments 
is to promote the influence of Religion 
upon every member of 1ociety, there will 
then be no inſtruments of oppreſſion. 


Seek the truth, and © the truth ſhall make 


| Horace. 


* Human laws cannot bind the conſcience by any proper and 
inherent virtue of their own, their obligation is derived from 
Religion, becauſe God alone is the Lord of conſcience: and the 
power of life and death, ſo eſſential to Government, cannot be 
derived from any ſocial compact; becauſe men have no power 
over their own lives and therefore cannot transfer any ſuch 
power to another; and becauſe the power of life and death be- 
longs to the author of life © in whoſe hands are the iſſues of 
« life”. This ſhews the neceſſity of Religion to Government, 
and the iniquity and abſurdity of thoſe who attempt to govern 


without it. 


The beſt me- 
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« you free;” nothing elſe ever can or 


will; though a pile of popular laws ſhould 


be raiſed broader and higher than the 
Pyramids. All that 1s urged now by the 
enemies of our Church and State, was 

urged, and what 1s more, was tried 1n the 


| laſt century ; and after Republicans and 
| Levellers had overturned both the Church 


and the Monarchy, together with the 


' morals and happineſs of the nation, af- 


fairs came at laſt, as they generally do in 
ſuch caſes, into the hands of a Dictator: 
all ranks of men were ſoon fick of the 


change, and were glad to revert to the old 


form of government, which with many 
improvements hath come down to us, and 
under which this country hath attained 
toa degree of proſperity unexampled in 
our own hiſtory, and without parallel in 
the other nations of Europe. 


And this brings me to the conſideration 
of our duty reſpecting our Jeruſalem, 7 EG 
the Church of God eſtabliſhed in theſe 
realms. We have a Church founded on 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, © Jeſus Chriſt 
bimfelf being the chief corner ſtone:“ we 

profeſs 


624 ) 


role and teach in the Church of Eng- 
land, what we not only ſhew to be clearly 
contained in the Scriptures, but illuſtrated 
and confirmed by the liturgies and doc- 
trine of the firſt, the beſt, and pureſt ages, 
before thoſe corruptions aroſe in the 
Church of Rome, which afterwards ſpread 
themſelves into theſe weſtern Churches ; 
though not without exception, becauſe 
the Vallenſes and Albigenſes retained the 
faith pure and unadulterated, from whom 
thoſe doctrines took their riſe which aft- 
terwards produced the Reformation in 
the Proteſtant ſtates of Europe. Our 
Reformers, Cranmer, Ridley, and other 
eminent perſons at hots: with the aſſiſt- 
ance of foreign Proteſtant, and even ſome 
Preſbyterian Divines abroad, with great 
care and ability, (and they were fully 
competent in learning and theological 
knowledge), compiled our liturgy and 
articles, upon which are formed the Ser- 
vice and Doctrines of our Church. Forms 
of prayer, * creeds and confeſſions of 
faith 


* Socinians and Arians object to our uſe of Creeds, drawn up 
by fallible men. The former have them, though they are (ſays 
Dr. Horne from Moſheim) much divided in their opinions : the 
| latter 
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faith were of early uſe in the Church of 
Chriſt, are uſed ſtill in other Reformed 
Churches, beſides our own : and though 
confeſſions of faith were, originally, very 
ſhort, they were neceſſarily enlarged in 
after times, in order to diſtinguiſh the 
pure and genuine faith of the Church, 
Soil the hereſies that were . 
D ſtarting 


latter drew up! no 5 lein than 17 in 40 years. As to the incompre- 
benfible myſteries they objected to in our's, evhat myſtery is not 
/o? With reſpect to myſteries, NATURE is full of them: when 
we have ſolved theſe, which are frft in order, then we may 
demand an explication of thoſe in Revealed Religion. Every 
prayer, and every ſermon, drawn up by fallible men is the creed 
and confeſſion of him who forms it, and of them that uſe it, 
whether in or out of the Church of England. No one can rea- 
ſonably object to our uſe of confeſſions of faith if ave think it 
right to uſe them. Every man among us is, and ought to be, 
perfectly at liberty to fecede from us: and when the body of 
thoſe who diſſent from, what is called, the orthodox faith, ſhall 
agree among themſelves, it will then be time enough for them to 
dictate to us. In the mean-while, it is a matter of duty, if we 
believe the Scripture, that we endeavor to Keep the unity 
* of the Spirit in the bond of peace.“ To Reformers of a cer- 
tain deſcription, Biſhop Taylor now ſpeaks ; © REACH OFTENy 
„RAT CONTINUALLY.”— Sermon preached to the Biſhops, in 
Dublin. Upon the principles of toleration I beg to aſk, evby the 
Orthodox have not the ſame right to maintain their confeſſions 
of faith with their opponents have? who certainly do not ſeem 
diſpoſed to allow us any title to do ſo. A comprehenſion. has 
been attempted by ſeveral of our Church Governors at different 
times, both with the Diſſenters and the Gallican Church; but it 
was found impracticable to accompliſh ſuch a ſcheme. The beſt 
method under ſuch circumſtances is to follow the Apoſtle's rule: 
s forbearing one another in love.“ Ephes. iv. 2. 


* 


68260 


ſtarting up in it. And we now poſſeſ 
that form of ſound doctrine, which is 


able to ſave our ſouls. Our venerable 
Reformers ſealed with their blood their 


ſincere belief of thoſe truths they have 
delivered down to us. And though the 


Scripture is the ſole rule of our faith, yet 
it is a ſatisfaction to conſider that the 
doctrines derived from it by our Church, 
have been defended and illuſtrated, ever 
ſince the Reformation, by the ableſt and the 
beſt men, as well of the Laity as Clergy, 
which this nation hath produced within 
that period: and I may further add, that the 
Proteſtant Churches abroad approve our 
principles and doctrines next their own; 
and the moſt eminent among the % 
dependent and diſſenting divines * of 


the laſt and preſent century have main- 
tained, as ſtrenuouſly as we do, all the 
great and fundamental doctrines of the 


the Church of England, the Atonement, 
Sanctification, and the Tri-unity. This 
faith, as it hath been aſſailed by various 
herefies from the Apoſtles time to our 
own, ſo will it be till the completion of 
the preſent diſpenſation : : according to our 

Saviour's 


* Owen, Watts, +, Doddidge Jennings, &c. 
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the ſupport of the Proteſtant faith. 


( 27 ) 


Saviour's prophetic parable of the wheat 


and the tares, or rather cockle a fallaci- 
ous repreſentative of the true wheat; as it 
is well interpreted according to the ana- 


logy of the Parable, by the beſt antient 


and modern Commentators*. But it is 


our duty, againſt Atheiſm, Infidelity, and 
Hereſy to“ contend earneſtly for the faith 


God we 


once delivered to the Saints.” 


are aſſured will bleſs his Church; they 
_ © ſhall proſper that love thee.” 


Open: 
Alexander, Conſtantine, its ſignal protec- 


tors and patrons, according to the Divine 


promiſe, (Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Fa- 
thers), amply experienced the temporal 
effect of this bleſſing. And in the hiſtory 


of our own ſtate, the moſt glorious Princes 


have been the Patrons and Defenders of 
the Church of God, Alfred, Elizabeth, 
and William; and the proſperity of the 


two latter was intimately connected with 


In repeated deliverances of our Church 
and State, we trace, as repeatedly, the 


gracious hand of the Almighty, Our 
* Chryſoſtom, Grotius. | 
D 2 Lord 


E 


Lord vac aſſured us that the gates f of 
Hell, i. e. its power and policy, ſhall ne- 
ver prevail againſt his Church : it may 
be * chaſtiſed but ſhall never be given 
© over unto death.” No weapon that is 
formed againſt thee ſhall proſper, faith 
God, by the prophet Iſaiah * : and it is re- 
markable, that a celebrated writer of the 
Church of Rome, without - intending 
it, hath ſhewn the verification of this 
mromiſe, as it were, in the very words of 
the Prophet: for, ſays he, It hath || been 
* found that arms taken up againſt the 
4 Proteſtant Churches, have never proſper- 
* ed.”— This then, as the Prophet ſpeaks, 

is the heritage of the Servants of the 
1 Lord; this is the heritage which ye are 
Ii called upon by honour, conſcience, and 
duty, whole and undefiled, as ye have 
received it from your fathers, to tranſ- 
mit to your poſterity. There is the 
more need, Chriſtians, at this time, to 
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4 The gate way was antiently the ſeat of judicature, and the 
place of ſtrength of the city, whence it comes to denote policy 
and er. Biſhop Lowru. 


* Iſaiah 54. : 


' | Carpta arma adverſus Proteſtantes male ſemper ceſſiſſe.— 
Tavanus in the dedication of his Hiſtory. 


bring 


( 29) 

© bring theſe promiſes to your recollection; 
when our antient enemies, the French, 
the common diſturbers of Europe, under 
the moſt falſe and ſhameleſs pretext of 
diffuſing the bleſſings of Uberry, have 
come abroad with vaſt armies endeavours 
ing to trample upon the liberties of fo- 
reign nations, and the necks of foreign 
Kings, after the barbarous murder of 
their own; to ſpread by force of arms 
their deteſtable Atheiſm, and to ſubſtitute, 
in the place of legal government, the moſt 
ferocious tyranny that hath curſed man- 
kind fince the Saracen conqueſt. After 
having alledged, inconſiſtently enough, 
oppreſſion as their apology for ſubverting 
their old form of government, beſides in- 
numerable other murders, without pre- 
vious trial or defence, beſides baniſhment, 
confiſcation, and ſavage vengeance in- 
flicted even on innocent and aged women, 
in two days did theſe miſcreants deſtroy 
in the priſons, without a hearing, no leſs 
than eight thouſand perſons, (many of 
them learned and noble), for the ſole 
crime of fearing God and honouring their 
King. As we are threatened with all the 
evils 
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evils they have ſpread in their progreſs, 
by theſe enemies of God, of Religion, and 
Humanity, our Governors have wiſely 
reſolved to prepare for a vigorous defence 
of our religion and laws, by an armed 
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force; and to commence an active war, 
rather than ſuffer all that is dear to us to 


be torn from our boſoms, and trampled 
under foot: and this is the more neceſ- 


ſary, becauſe the encouragement given at 


home to theſe miſcreants, by ſome trea- 
cherous perſons among ourſelves, will by 
this meaſure be more ſucceſsfully de- 

feated: and, as upon the moſt righteous 
principles, our appeal is made to THE 
' LorD or HosTs, may this anſwer de- 
ſcend from above, in favour of our King 
and his righteous cauſe; * © as for his 


* enemies, I ſhall cloathe them with 
* ſhame, but upon himſelf ſhall his Crown 
We have the cauſe of 
God, of religion, of juſtice, and huma- 
nity on our fide; and, if we engage at 
all, it will be for our brethren and com- 
panions ſake, * and for the houſe of our 


God.” In ſuch a cauſe, to bear the pub- 


* Plalm exxxii. 19. 
lic 
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fully, is virtue, is patriotiſm, is religion 


E to contend upon theſe principles will be 
E our happineſs and glory. Let us animate 


ourſelves with this juſt perſuaſion, and 
defend our Church and State as our fore- 


fathers have nobly done and proſpered. 


For the Lord of Hoſts is with us, the God 


of Jacob 1 is our Refuge. 


lic burdens cheerfully, to contend man- 
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